Dedication of Grave of Burris Higginbotham
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On a beautiful October day, members of the Amelia Island Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, Jacksonville Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, and Jacksonville Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, and Princess Malee Society, Children of the American Revolution gathered to pay tribute to deceased American Patriot Burris Higginbotham.  A dedication of the grave ceremony was held on October 1, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. at the Evergreen Cemetery on Owens Pioneer Farm, Yulee, Florida.  Descendants of Mr. Higginbotham and members of the public joined in the solemn and stirring event.  Private Higginbotham, who served in the military during the American Revolution, was buried in this cemetery in the 1800’s along with other members of his family. The new tombstone, erected to mark his plot, was paid for by the members of the Higginbotham family; and the DAR official brass marker was provided by AIDAR.  The grave has now been officially recognized and recorded by the National Society DAR in Washington, D.C.
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Chairmen of the event were Ruth Clark and Linda Davis of the DAR. Welcome was given by Sue Hutchinson, Regent, AIDAr; the colors were posted by members of the SAR, wearing their authentic colonial military uniforms; the prayer was led by Florida State Society DAR Chaplain, Beth Wilson; the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Maria Miller, President of the Northeast Florida Regents Council DAR; American’s Creed was led by Gloria Toomey, past Regent of AIDAR; C.A.R. Creed was led by Colton Clark, Princess Malee Society C.A.R.; the poem Paul Revere’s Ride was read by Lana Woody, a family member; a biography of Private Higginbotham was given by Nancy Sturges, AIDAR Parliamentarian; dedication of the DAR marker was made by Anne Billy, Regent, Jacksonville Chapter DAR; red carnations were laid by the tombstone by members of the C.A.R. and the Higginbotham descendants; taps were played by Paul Kurtz.  Also attending were Jean Mann, Vice President General, NSDAR, and Billie Brock, Florida State Society DAR Corresponding Secretary.

After the ceremony, photos were taken of some of the many descendants of Private Higginbotham who attended.  Grumpy and Dot Higginbotham played host to the attendees and served refreshments before a brief thundershower cut short the social time.

